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Madhyamaka critique on the Sarvastivadin interpretation of causality

An important outcome of the Madhyamaka development of the Sarvastivadin atomic vision of
reality has been that the mundane world was seen as devoid of any self-nature. This
conclusion has had major ramifications for the concept of the working of ‘causality’. In this
lecture, this development will be discussed using the relevant passages of three main textual
sources: the Chinese translation of the Sarvastivadin *Samyuktabhidharmahrdaya (Za apitan
xin lun, T.1552), the Chinese translation of the Madhyamaka *Dvadasadvaraka (Shi’er men

lun, T.1568), and Jizang’s commentary Shi’er men lun shu (T.1825) on the latter text.

About the Speaker:

Bart Dessein (PhD. 1994, Ghent University, Belgium) is full professor at the Department of
Languages and Cultures of Ghent University Belgium. He currently is the President of the
European Association for Chinese Studies and the Vice President of the European Association
for Chinese Philosophy. He also is the Director for the Class of Humanities of the Belgian
Royal Academy for Overseas Sciences. He has published mainly on early Buddhist

philosophy (Sarvastivada, Mahasamghika, Madhyamaka).
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